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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

1 . (Original) A retaining ring for a chemical mechanical polishing apparatus for 
semiconductor wafers, comprising: 

a retaining ring of integral design made of a plastic material, wherein the retaining 
ring forms on a first front side thereof a bearing surface for supporting the retaining ring on a 
polishing surface of the polishing apparatus, and includes on the side thereof lying opposite 
the first front side thereof in axial direction fitting elements for fitting the retaining ring on 
the polishing apparatus. 

2. (Original) The retaining ring according to claim 1, wherein the retaining ring 
comprises at least two layers or components. 

3. (Original) The retaining ring according to claim 1, wherein the plastic material 
comprises at least one of a thermoplastic material, a thermosetting plastic material, and an 
elastomer. 

4. (Original) The retaining ring according to claim 1, wherein the plastic material is a 
reinforced plastic material. 

5. (Original) The retaining ring according to claim 4, wherein the plastic material is a 
fiber-reinforced plastic material. 

6. (Original) The retaining ring according to claim 4, wherein the plastic material has 
a lower content of reinforcement substances adjacent to its first front side than on its side 
including the fitting elements. 

7. (Original) The retaining ring according to claim 1, wherein abrasion-reducing 
and/or wear-reducing additives are admixed with the plastic material. 

8. (Original) The retaining ring according to claim 1, wherein the retaining ring 
comprises a metal ring embedded in the plastic material and arranged concentrically in the 
retaining ring. 
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9. (Original) The retaining ring according to claim 8, wherein the fitting elements are 
held on the metal ring. 

10. (Original) The retaining ring according to claim 8, wherein the metal ring is 
completely encased by the plastic material. 

1 1 . (Original) The retaining ring according to claim 8 5 wherein the metal ring is a 
sheet metal ring. 

12. (Original) The retaining ring according to claim 11, wherein the sheet metal ring 
is a perforated sheet metal ring. 

13. (Original) The retaining ring according to claim 11, wherein the sheet metal ring 
has a substantially cylindrical shape. 

14. (Original) The retaining ring according to claim 12, wherein the sheet metal ring 
has the shape of an annular disk. 

15. (Original) The retaining ring according to claim 2, wherein the plastic material 
comprises at least one of a thermoplastic material, a thermosetting plastic material, and an 
elastomer. 

16. (Original) The retaining ring according to claim 2, wherein the plastic material is 
a reinforced plastic material. 

17. (Original) The retaining ring according to claim 16, wherein the plastic material 
is a fiber-reinforced plastic material. 

18. (Original) The retaining ring according to claim 17, wherein the plastic material 
has a lower content of reinforcement substances adjacent to its first front side than on its side 
including the fitting elements. 

19. (Original) The retaining ring according to claim 3, wherein the plastic material is 
a reinforced plastic material. 
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20. (Original) The retaining ring according to claim 19, wherein the plastic material 
is a fiber-reinforced plastic material. 

Please add the following claims. 

21 . (New) The retaining ring according to claim 2, wherein the two layers of the 
retaining ring are manufactured in separate steps, whereas the two layers are friction welded 
to form a unitary structure. 

22. (New) The retaining ring according to claim 2, wherein the two layers of the 
retaining ring are manufactured by an injection moulding process from two different plastic 
materials in one step to form a unitary structure. 

23. (New) The retaining ring according to claim 6, wherein the metal ring is 
pretreated on at least a portion of its surface prior to embedding it into the plastic material, 
such surface portion being in contact with the plastic material after embedding. 

24. (New) The retaining ring according to claim 23, wherein during the pretreatment 
the surface portion is coated by means of metal spraying with a coating of metal beads. 

25. (New) The retaining ring according to claim 24, wherein the thickness of the 
metal beads coating is 700 jj.m or more. 

26. (New) The retaining ring according to claim 24, wherein the average diameter of 
the metal beads ranges from 300 jam to 600 jam. 

27. (New) The retaining ring according to claim 24, wherein the metal ring is made 
of steel and the metal beads are prepared from copper or a copper alloy. 
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